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MONTANA  DIS^Wre-TINONA  59520 
AND  APPORTIONMENT  COMMISSION 


Redistricting  Criteria...The  Montana  Districting  and  Apportionment 
Commission  on  June  5  received  a  work  paper.  Criteria  for  State  Legislative 
Redistricting,  discussed  the  criteria,  and  examined  other  issues.  The  work  paper 
outlined  possible  criteria  to  be  used  by  the  Commission  to  develop  the  state 
legislative  redistricting  plan  including  requirements  relating  to: 

•  compactness  and  contiguity  of  legislative  districts; 

#  population   equality    and    the    maximum    population    deviation    between 
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legislative  districts; 

•  protection  of  minority  voting  rights; 

•  consideration  of  the  boundary  lines  of  existing  political  subdivisions, 
including  counties,  cities,  towns,  Indian  reservations,  school  districts,  and 
precincts; 

•  preserving  comhrtunities  of  interest; 

•  respecting  geographical  barriers; 

•  consideration  of  existing  legislative  district  lines; 

•  consideration  of  the  representation  interests  of  voters  represented  by  a 
holdover  senator  following  legislative  redistricting;  and 

•  using  projected  population  growth  as  a  factor  in  redistricting. 

The  paper  is  available  from  the  Legislative  Council. 

Public  Testimony  Received. ..The  Commission  heard  public  testimony 
concerning  the  criteria  for  state  legislative  redistricting,  including  comments  on 
the  importance  of  preserving  communities  of  interest  and  adhering  to  county 
boundary  lines  and  suggestions  that  the  Commission  follow  school  district  lines 
when  drawing  the  boundaries  for  legislative  districts.  Proponents  for  using 
school  district  lines  testified  that  school  issues  in  the  legislature  emphasize  the 
importance  of  congruency  between  legislative  districts  and  school  districts  and 
that  a  school  district  is  a  community  of  interest,  especially  in  rural  areas.  Other 
testimony  included  concerns  regarding  the  standard  for  population  equality  and 
the  maximum  population  deviation  between  legislative  districts.  Of  particular 
concern  was  the  belief  that  a  stricter  standard  for  population  equality  (e.g.,  a 
standard  that  would  allow  no  more  than  a  5%  overall  difference  in  population 
between  the  most  populated  and  least  populated  districts)  would  aggravate  the 
expected  loss  of  legislative  districts  in  Eastern  f\/lontana  and  lead  to  much  larger 
districts  in  rural,  sparsely  populated  areas  of  the  state. 

Adoption  of  Criteria  Postponed. ..Because  of  the  absence  of  one  member  and 
because  some  members  asked  for  some  additional  work  on  the  criteria  before 
they  are  adopted,  action  on  the  adoption  of  criteria  was  postponed  until  the  next 
meeting. 

Lawsuit  Chailenqing  Congressional  Reapportionment. ..The  Commission  heard 
a  report  from  Beth  Baker,  Assistant  Attorney  General,  on  the  state's  lawsuit 
challenging  the  method  used  to  reapportion  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  seats. 
The  State  of  fVlontana  asked  a  three-judge  federal  panel  to  declare 
unconstitutional  the  present  method  for  congressional  reapportionment.  The  state 
alleges  that  the  present  method  of  reapportionment,  which  has  resulted  in 
Montana  losing  a  congressional  seat,  violates  the  "one  man,  one  vote"  standard 
of  equal  representation.  Ms.  Baker  said  this  standard  of  equal  representation 
requires  use  of  a  method  for  congressional  reapportionment  that  results  in  the 
least  amount  of  disparity  in  population  among  congressional  districts.  However, 
the  present  method,  known  as  the  Hill  method,  does  not  achieve  the  least 
amount    of    disparity    among    districts    and    will    result    in    a    single    Montana 
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congressional  district  more  than  40%  larger  than  the  ideal  district  and  will 
diminish  the  voting  power  of  Montana  residents  in  violation  of  the  standard  of 
equal  representation  guaranteed  under  Article  I,  section  2,  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution.  The  state,  in  its  lawsuit,  identifies  two  reapportionment  methods 
that  would  cause  smaller  population  disparity  between  congressional  districts. 
Since  the  state  can  show  that  alternative  methods  for  reapportionment  exist 
which  would  result  in  less  disparity,  the  state  argues  that  it  has  prima  facie 
evidence  that  the  present  method  of  reapportionment  is  unconstitutional,  and  the 
state  should  be  entitled  to  an  injunction  to  prevent  reapportionment  of 
congressional  seats  under  the  present  method.  Ms.  Baker  hoped  for  an  expedited 
hearing  process  and  noted  that  a  court  order  was  signed  moving  the  case  to  a 
three-judge  panel.  However,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice  is  challenging  the 
court  decision  for  a  three-judge  panel  to  hear  the  case.  A  decision  on  the  merits 
of  the  state's  case  is  hoped  for  by  late  August  or  early  September,  and  an  appeal 
would  go  directly  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Next  Meeting. ..The  next  meeting  of  the  Commission  has  not  been  scheduled, 
but  it  is  expected  to  be  held  in  mid  or  late  September. 


REVENUE  OVERSIGHT  COMMITTEE 

Study  Plans  Considered. ..The  52nd  Legislature  assigned  three  studies 
relating  to  taxation  to  the  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  and  at  its  first  meeting 
of  the  interim  on  May  31,  the  committee  considered  study  plans  for  those  three 
studies: 

(1)  HJR  55  directs  the  committee  to  examine  all  aspects  of  taxation  in 
Montana.  The  study  plan  for  HJR  55  proposes  an  extensive  analysis  of  the 
Montana  tax  structure  and  an  examination  of  alternative  methods  of  taxation 
from  existing  sources  as  well  as  from  new  sources  of  revenue.  Elements  of  the 
study  include  a  general  discussion  of  taxation  at  the  state  and  local  level,  an 
historical  analysis  of  revenue  and  expenditure  components  both  in  Montana  and 
other  states,  an  inventory  of  state  and  local  taxes,  and  consideration  of  revenue 
options  for  the  state.  The  committee  postponed  approval  of  the  study  plan  until 
its  Aug.  2  meeting  but  decided  to  proceed  with  general  background  information. 

(2)  HJR  53  directs  the  committee  to  study  all  aspects  of  federal,  state, 
local,  and  tribal  taxation  on  Indian  reservations.  The  study  plan  calls  for  an 
examination  of  legal  issues  related  to  taxation  on  Indian  reservations,  an 
inventory  of  taxes  imposed  and  services  provided  by  various  governmental 
entities  on  Indian  reservations,  and  a  review  of  state  and  tribal  cooperative  tax 
agreements  used  in  other  states.  The  study  will  consider  options  for  coordinating 
tax  policy  between  the  state  and  Indian  reservations.  The  Department  of  Revenue 
also  presented  a  report  on  the  progress  of  negotiations  with  Indian  tribes  relating 
to  state  and  tribal  cooperative  tax  agreements. 

(3)  SB  226  significantly  revised  the  taxation  of  retirement  benefits  in 
Montana.  The  bill  also  requested  that  the  committee  study  the  taxation  of 
retirement  income.  The  purpose  of  the  study  is  to  examine  issues  relating  to  the 
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taxation  of  retirement   benefits  that  arose  because   of  the  Davis   v.   Michigan 
decision  and  to  consider  options  for  taxing  retirement  income. 

Law  Suit  Filed  to  Overturn  SB  226. ..A  lawsuit  was  filed  on  May  28  in  the 
First  Judicial  District  Court  asking  the  court  to  overturn  the  provisions  of  SB  226. 
As  a  result,  the  boards  of  the  Public  Employees'  Retirement  System  (PERS)  and 
the  Teachers'  Retirement  System  (TRS)  are  proceeding  cautiously  in  the 
implementation  of  the  bill.  There  is  also  a  question  of  whether  the  first 
adjustment  payment  to  state  and  local  government  retirees  should  be  made  this 
year.  The  committee  voted  to  send  a  letter  to  PERS  and  TRS  recommending  that 
these  retirement  systems  proceed  with  rulemaking  and  to  be  prepared  to  provide 
adjustment  payments  to  state  and  local  government  retirees  this  year. 

Controversy  Over  Rule  Change. ..The  Department  of  Revenue  has  proposed 
to  amend  its  administrative  rules  to  change  the  preferred  method  of  valuing 
heavy  equipment  for  property  tax  purposes.  The  amended  rule  would  use 
acquired  cost  as  the  first  method  of  valuing  heavy  equipment  and  the  "Green 
Guide"  as  the  second  method.  Under  existing  rules  the  "Green  Guide"  is  the  first 
method  and  acquisition  cost  is  the  second.  The  rule  change  would  adversely 
impact  revenue  of  many  local  governments,  and  several  county  officials  objected 
to  the  change.  A  motion  urging  the  department  not  to  adopt  the  proposed  change 
was  defeated. 

Other  Topics. ..Other  committee  business  included  an  update  from  the  Office 
of  Legislative  Fiscal  Analyst  on  current  year  income  tax  collections;  a  report  on 
rule  changes  relating  to  sales  assessment  ratio  studies  under  SB  41  2;  a  progress 
report,  required  by  HB  53  (regular  session  of  the  51st  Legislature),  on  the 
department's  completion  of  the  reappraisal  cycle;  and  a  report  on  railroad 
property  tax  settlements  for  1991  and  1992. 

Aug.  2  Meeting  Date. ..The  next  Revenue  Oversight  Committee  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  Aug.  2  at  9  a.m.  in  Room  104  of  the  Capitol. 


COMMITTEE  ON  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 

July  13  Meeting.. .The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  will  hold  its  first  meeting 
of  the  interim  on  Saturday,  July  13,  in  Room  104  of  the  Capitol  at  9  a.m. 
Members  of  the  committee  are  Sens.  Del  Gage  and  Mignon  Waterman  and  Reps. 
Angela  Russell  and  Rolph  Tunby.  The  committee  will  hear  reports  from  staff  on: 

•  Indian  legislation  considered  by  the  52nd  Legislature; 

•  litigation  involving  the  state  and  Montana  Indian  tribes; 

•  the  State-Tribal  Cooperative  Agreeprients  Act;  and 

•  House  Joint  Resolution  No.  53  on  taxation  on  reservations 
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Staff  and  members  will  report  on  various  meetings  they  have  attended  involving 
Indian  issues.  Kathleen  Fleury,  Coordinator  of  Indian  Affairs,  will  also  address  the 
committee. 

Two  Studies  Planned.. .The  committee  will  conduct  two  studies  this  interim. 
HB  1012  instructs  the  committee  to  propose  legislation  for  the  collection  of  the 
cigarette  sales  tax  from  non-Indian  purchasers  for  cigarettes  sold  on  an  Indian 
reservation  and  legislation  that  will  facilitate  the  resolution  of  other  taxation 
issues  between  the  state  and  the  Indian  tribes.  HJR  56  directs  the  committee 
to  study  disparities  in  the  criminal  sentencing  of  Native  Americans.  Staff  will 
present  study  plans  for  both  issues  at  the  meeting. 


LEGISLATIVE  AUDIT  COMMITTEE 

Reports  Reviewed.  Released., .On  June  21  „  the  Legislative  Audit  Committee 
reviewed  and  released  the  following  reports,  each  for  the  two  fiscal  years  ended 
June  30,  1990:     . 

FINANCIAL-COMPLIANCE  AUDITS: 

Department  of  Military  Affairs:  The  report  contains  a  qualified  opinion  on  the 
financial  schedules  and  eight  recommendations.  The  report  discusses  ways  of 
improving  compliance  with  state  regulations  regarding  employee  leave,  operating 
budget,  inter-entity  loans,  and  personal  telephone  use.  Also  discussed  are 
accounting  and  control  issues  related  to  duplicate  payments;  property,  plant,  and 
equipment;  revenue  accruals;  and  revenue  and  expenditure  misstatements. 

Department  of  Fish.  Wildlife  and  Parks:  The  report  contains  eight 
recommendations  which  address  collection  and  audit  park  fees,  timely  and  proper 
recording  of  accounting  information,  payments  in  lieu  of  property  taxes, 
transaction  support,  and  sale  of  confiscated  property  and  also  includes  two 
disclosure  issues  which  address  special  licenses  and  compliance  with  federal  law 
governing  political  activity.  An  unqualified  opinion  was  issued  on  all  financial 
schedules. 

Department  of  Institutions:  The  report  contains  23  recommendations  to  the 
department  and  two  recommendations  to  the  Mental  Disabilities  Board  of 
Visitors.  The  recommendations  relate  to  increased  federal  Medicaid 
reimbursement  estimated  at  $1,773,327  for  cost-based  units,  lost  state  General 
Fund  interest  earnings,  billing  procedures  for  reimbursement  of  the  cost  of 
resident  care  resulting  in  lost  General  Fund  interest,  patient  accounts, 
strengthening  internal  systems  to  improve  controls,  and  compliance  with  certain 
state  and  federal  laws  and  regulations. 

Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences:  An  unqualified  opinion 
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was  issued  on  the  Schedules  of  Changes  in  Fund  Balance,  Schedules  of  Budgeted 
Revenues  and  Transfers  In  -  Estinrtate  and  Actual,  and  the  Schedules  of  Budgeted 
Program  Expenditures  By  Object  and  Fund  -  Budget  and  Actual.  The  report 
contains  seven  recommendations  to  improve  the  department's  cash  management, 
reporting  of  expenditures  on  federal  financial  reports,  and  compliance  with 
contract  provisions. 

Western  Montana  College:  An  unqualified  opinion  on  the  college's  financial 
statement  for  the  audit  period  was  issued.  The  report  contains  17 
recommendations  for  improving  the  college's  financial  reporting,  internal  controls, 
and  compliance  with  federal  and  state  laws  and  accounts  receivable,  property 
accounting  and  control,  cash  management,  and  federal  assistance. 

Copies  of  reports  are  available  from  the  Legislative  Auditor's  Office, 
Room  135,  State  Capitol,  Helena,  MT    59620,  444-3122. 


1989-90  INTERIM  STUDY  PROCESS 
YIELDS  MANY  ENACTMENTS 


One  of  the  objectives  of  interim  legislative  activity  is  manifest  in  the  record 
of  the  52nd  Legislature.  During  the  1991  session,  28  bills  conceived  and 
recommended  by  committees  staffed  by  the  Legislative  Council  were  passed  and 
approved.  The  bills  were  the  products  of  interim  studies  requested  by  joint 
resolutions  or  of  oversight,  monitoring,  or  review  functions  required  of  statutorily 
created  committees. 

Computation  of  the  number  of  committee-recommended  bills  enacted  or 
rejected  is  a  simple  calculation,  but  the  significance  of  interim  activities  is  more 
complex.  Gathering  information  on  questions  of  public  policy,  offering  the  citizen 
legislator  a  deeper  understanding  of  issues,  and  focusing  attention  on  issues  of 
statewide  concern  are  the  primary  objectives  between  sessions.  Generation  of 
legislative  proposals  is  not  the  ultimate  measure  of  the  value  of  the  process, 
which  if  diligently  pursued,  yields  fruit  in  the  form  of  new  understanding  of  the 
ramifications  of  the  problems  facing  the  state. 

Interim  committee  recommendations  of  1  989-90  that  survived  the  legislative 
process  and  became  law  were: 

Joint  Interim  Subcommittee  on  Adult  and  Juvenile  Detention:  Recommended 
were  23  bills,  and  after  combining  several  of  the  recommendations,  13 
bills  were  passed  and  approved: 

1  SB  37  requires  counties  to  provide  youth  detention  services; 
authorizes  establishment  of  regional  detention  facilities;  defines  county 
responsibilities  for  the  cost  of  placing  a  youth  in  a  county  or  regional 
detention  facility;  provides  state  grants  to  fund  county  youth  detention 
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services,  including  youth  detention  facilities,  holdovers,  short-term 
detention  centers,  and  programs  for  the  transportation  of  youth  to 
regional  detention  facilities;  requires  state  approval  of  county  plans  for 
providing  youth  detention  services  as  a  condition  of  providing  state 
grants  to  counties;  limits  state  grants  for  county  youth  detention 
services;  provides  the  Board  of  Crime  Control  authority  to  adopt  rules; 
clarifies  use  of  the  tax  on  dangerous  drugs  to  fund  youth  detention 
services;  and  statutorily  appropriates  a  portion  of  lottery  proceeds  to 
fund  state  grants  to  counties  for  youth  detention  services. 
i  SB  38  revises  the  24-hour  statutory  period  for  holding  a  youth  in  jail; 
prohibits  the  detention  of  youth  in  jail  except  under  certain 
circumstances;  allows  a  6-hour  exception  for  holding  a  youth  in  jail  for 
the  purpose  of  identification,  processing,  or  transfer  of  the  youth  to  a 
detention  facility  or  shelter  care  facility;  provides  a  limited  24-hour 
exception  for  the  detention  of  a  youth  in  jail  pending  a  probable  cause 
hearing;  and  clarifies  detention  procedures  following  a  probable  cause 
hearing. 

1  SB  39  removes  imprisonment  as  a  penalty  for  minor  traffic  offenses. 
i  SB  56  restricts  placement  or  evaluation  of  predispositional  youth  at  a 
state  youth  correctional  facility;  eliminates  the  requirement  that  the 
Department  of  Family  Services  provide  additional  youth  evaluation 
programs  to  replace  services  performed  at  state  institutions;  clarifies  the 
responsibility  of  counties  to  pay  the  cost  of  youth  evaluations  ordered 
by  the  court;  and  requires  parents,  who  are  financially  able,  to 
contribute  to  the  cost  of  youth  evaluations. 

1  SB  57  allows  the  use  of  two-way  electronic  audio-video 
communication  in  certain  criminal  procedures  and  allows  two-way 
electronic  audio-video  communication  in  initial  appearances,  bail 
hearings,  preliminary  examinations,  and  arraignments. 
1  SB  58  revises  the  law  relating  to  payment  of  medical  and  confinement 
costs  of  incarcerated  persons;  clarifies  that  medical  and  confinement 
costs  of  incarcerated  persons  must  be  borne  by  the  arresting  agency, 
with  an  exception  for  cities  and  towns  and  an  exception  for  the 
Department  of  Institutions;  and  requires  out-of-state  jurisdictions  to  pay 
the  confinement  costs  of  inmates  held  in  local  jails  on  their  behalf. 
t  SB  59  prohibits  the  placement  of  youth  in  need  of  supervision  in  a  jail, 
secure  detention  facility,  or  correctional  facility;  provides  criteria  for  the 
detention  of  youth  in  secure  detention  facilities  and  shelter  care 
facilities;  and  provides  criteria  for  the  detention  of  youth  in  law 
enforcement  facilities  that  include  a  jail. 

1  SJR  2  directs  the  Board  of  Crime  Control  to  allocate  formula  grant 
funds  received  under  the  federal  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency 
Prevention  Act  for  programs  to  achieve  compliance  with  section 
223(a)(1  4)  of  the  Act,  which  prohibits  the  detention  of  juveniles  in  adult 
jails. 

i  HB  74  authorizes  a  levy  for  juvenile  detention  programs  and  excludes 
the  levy  from  the  property  tax  limitations  of  Initiative  Measure  No.  105. 
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1  HB  10  allows  sentences  of  innprisonnnent  for  DUI  offenses  to  be 
served  in  facilities  other  than  county  jails. 

^  HB  102  eliminates  the  requirement  that  mandatory  treatment  for  DUI 
offenses  be  provided  only  through  approved  treatment  programs  and 
allov\/s  mandatory  treatment  for  DUI  offenses  to  be  obtained  from  any 
certified  chemical  dependency  counselor. 

i  HB  103  prohibits  the  detention  of  mentally  ill  persons  in  jail  pending 
a  civil  commitment  hearing;  requires  sheriffs  and  jail  administrators  to 
screen  and  divert  from  jail  certain  persons  who  appear  to  be  seriously 
mentally  ill;  provides  alternatives  to  the  placement  of  mentally  ill  persons 
in  jail;  requires  the  Department  of  Institutions  to  establish  crisis 
intervention  programs  and  to  assist  counties  in  developing  county  plans; 
and  authorizes  targeted  case  management  services  under  the  Medicaid 
program  for  adults  who  are  seriously  mentally  ill. 

1  HB  1 48  allows  home  arrest  in  lieu  of  imprisonment  for  certain  criminal 
offenses;  allows  home  arrest  for  both  adult  and  juvenile  offenders;  and 
prohibits  home  arrest  for  certain  felony  offenses. 

Joint  Legislative  Committee  on  Accountability  and  Quality  in  Education:  no 
bills  recommended 

Legislative  Oversight  Committee  on  School  Funding  Implementation: 
Recommended  were  four  bills  of  which  three  were  passed  and 
approved: 

i  SB  1  7  tied  up  numerous  loose  ends  from  HB  28,  the  school  funding 

reform  package  of  the  June  1989  Special  Session. 

i  HB  30  provided  the  structure  and  appropriation  for  the  educational 

telecommunications  network.    (The  Oversight  Committee's  efforts  also 

contributed  to  convincing  the  Legislature  to  appropriate  $450,000  to 

continue    building    an    educational    telecommunications    network    for 

Montana's  public  schools  and  university  system.) 

i    SB   82   standardized    the   way   school   transportation    is   funded   by 

dividing  the  costs  equally  between  the  state  and  the  county. 

Joint  Select  Committee  on  Workers'  Compensation:  One  bill  was 
recommended  and  was  passed  and  approved: 

1  SB  14  allows  a  self-insured  employer  under  Plan  No.  1  the  option  of 
providing  a  certificate  of  deposit  as  security. 

Joint  Interim  Subcommittee  on  Marketing  of  Motor  Fuels:  Two  bills  were 
recommended,  and  both  were  passed  and  approved: 

1  HB  261  prohibits  discrimination  in  the  prices  charged  to  purchasers  of 
commodities  of  like  grade  and  quality  and  requires  state  courts 
construing    the    act    to    give    due    consideration    and    weight    to    the 
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interpretations  olf  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  and  the  federal  courts 
relating  to  the  provisions  of  the  federal  Robinson-Patman  Act.  A  person 
who  is  injured  by  a  violation  of  the  act  may  bring  an  action  to  enjoin  a 
continuance  of  the  violation  and  to  recover  damages. 
i  HB  538  is  the  Montana  Retail  Motor  Fuel  Marketing  Act  which 
prohibits  below-cost  sales  of  motor  fuels  and  which  provides  definitions 
of  "cost  of  doing  business"  and  "delivered  cost  of  motor  fuel".  The 
department  of  justice  or  a  county  attorney  may  bring  an  action  to  enjoin 
a  violation  or  an  Injured  party  may  bring  a  civil  action  for  declaratory 
judgment,  injuntive  relief,  and  actual  damages. 

Administrative  Code  Committee:  Three  bills  were  passed  and  approved: 

^  HB  1  5  requires  each  department  head  to  inform  the  Committee  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  a  designee  to  review  department  rule  notices, 
requires  that  designee  to  sign  each  rule  review,  and  prohibits  the 
Secretary  of  State  from  accepting  an  unsigned  rule  notice. 
^  HB1 16  repeals  a  rule  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Public  Education  that 
mandates  a  gifted  and  talented  children  program  in  every  school  district. 
The  rule  conflicted  directly  with  the  statute  that  makes  such  a  program 
discretionary  in  each  school  district. 

1  HB  78  provides  that  upon  expiration  of  an  emergency  administrative 
rule  (which  may  be  effective  for  a  maximum  of  only  1 20  days)  the 
agency  that  adopted  the  rule  may  not  immediately  readopt  the  same  or 
a  similar  rule. 

Coal  Tax  Oversight  Subcommittee:  One  bill  was  recommended,  and  it  was 
passed  and  approved: 

t  SB  26  revised  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Investments  to  invest  the 
permanent  coal  tax  trust.  The  Economic  Development  Guaranty  Fund 
and  the  In-State  Investment  Fund  were  eliminated,  and  the  Board  was 
allowed  to  invest  up  to  25%  of  the  permanent  coal  tax  trust  in  the 
Montana  economy.  Montana  capital  companies  were  authorized  to  sell 
debentures  to  the  permanent  coal  tax  trust  fund.  An  interest  rate 
reduction  was  allowed  on  loan  participations  in  which  the  funds  are 
used  by  small  businesses  to  create  jobs,  and  financial  institutions  were 
allowed  an  additional  service  fee  discount  on  certain  small  business  loan 
participations. 

Revenue  Oversight  Committee:  One  bill,  in  addition  to  the  biennium's 
revenue  estimating  resolution,  was  recommended,  and  it  was  passed 
and  approved: 

5  HB  340,  a  bill  developed  by  the  Forest  Taxation  Subcommittee, 
revised  taxation  of  forest  lands. 
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Committee  on  Indian  Affairs:  Two  bills  were  recommended,  and  both  were 
passed  and  approved: 

1  HB  125  appropriates  $175,648  for  the  1992-93  biennium  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Higher  Education  to  support  the  staff  and  operation  of 
the  Director  of  American  Indian/Minority  Achievement.  The  money  must 
be  used  to  improve  the  recruitment  and  retention  of  American  Indians 
in  higher  education. 

1  HB  347  revises  the  nepotism  law  to  allow  a  school  district  to  hire  a 
trustee's  relative  if  all  trustees,  with  the  related  trustee  abstaining  from 
voting,  approve  the  appointment.  The  trustees  must  publish  written 
notice  of  their  intended  action  in  a  general  circulation  newspaper. 

Committee  on  State  Employee  Compensation:  Although  no  bills  were 
recommended,  the  information  that  was  compiled  and  analyzed  by  the 
Committee  provided  the  foundation  for  HB  509,  the  adopted  pay  plan 
bill.  HB  509  replaces  the  "step  plan"  used  for  the  past  16  years  with  a 
market-based  plan  that  becomes  effective  July  13. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL 

1991  Publication  Prices  and  Availability...The  prices  adopted  by  the 
Legislative  Council  for  the  1991  publications  and  the  estimated  date  of 
availability  for  each  are: 

Montana  Code  Annotated,  available  by  October  1 : 

Full  set,  private  purchaser,  $250 

Full  set,  public  agency  purchaser,  $220 

Individual  volumes,  $25 

Individual  titles,  $10^ 

Microfiche,  by  late  August,  $20 

MCA  on  CD-ROM,   $180  (available  this  year  on  both  DOS  and  Mac 

formats) 
Session  Laws,  mid-September,  $70 
Journals,  late  September,  $120 
Legislative  Review,  late  July,  $7 
Combined  Status,  mid-July,  $15 

Copies  of  Publications  for  LeQislators...Each  member  of  the  52nd  Legislature 
is  eligible  to  receive  without  charge  a  copy  of  the  Session  Laws,  Journals, 
Legislative  Review,  and  Combined  Status.  As  provided  in  section  5-11-209, 
MCA,  each  member  is  entitled  to  purchase  a  full  set  of  the  Montana  Code 
Annotated  for  $10.  The  Legislative  Council  will  send  each  legislator  an  order 
form  to  use  in  requesting  a  copy  of  the  MCA.    LEGISLATORS  ARE  REQUESTED 
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NOT  TO  SEND  IN  PAYMENT  WHEN  RETURNING  THE  ORDER  FORM;  PLEASE 
WAIT  UNTIL  THE  INVOICE  IS  RECEIVED  BEFORE  MAKING  PAYMENT. 


STATUTORY  COMMITTEE 
ASSIGNMENTS 

Joint  Select  Committe  on  the  Montana  State 
Hospital  At  Galen  and  Warm  Springs 

In  a  change  from  the  membership  reported  in  the  June  issue  of  THE 
INTERIM,  Sen.  J.  D.  Lynch  (D)  was  appointed  by  the  Committee  on  Committees 
to  replace  Sen.  Bob  Hockett  (D). 

Martha  L.  (Marty)  Onishuk,  Missoula,  was  appointed  by  the  Montana  Mental 
Health  Association  to  represent  mental  health  community  pursuant  to  section 
1(2)(d)  of  HB  966,  Chapter  546,  Laws  of  1991. 

Legislative  Branch  Computer  System 
Planning  Council 

Joyce  Andrus,  chief  clerk  of  the  House,  appointed  by  Speaker  Hal  Harper 
pursuant  to  section  5-11-402(2). 

Rep.  Jerry  Nisbet  (D)  appointed  by  Rep.  W.  (Red)  Menahan,  chairman, 
Legislative  Administration  Committee,  pursuant  to  section  5-11-402(3). 

Reserved  Water  Rights  Compact  Commission 

Rep.  Dave  Wanzenried  (D)  and  Rep.  Bob  Thoft  (R)  appointed  by  Speaker  Hal 
Harper  pursuant  to  section  2-1  5-21  2(2)(a). 


INTERIM  STUDIES  SELECTED 

Four  Subcommittees  to  Do  Five  Studies. ..Conforming  to  the  rankings  in  the 
prioritization  poll,  the  Legislative  Council,  at  its  meeting  in  Butte  on  June  17, 
designated  five  interim  studies  to  be  conducted  by  four  joint  interim 
subcommittees: 

SJR  26,  mandated  health  insurance  benefits 
HJR  50,  public  employee  retirement  systems 
HJR  54,  children  and  families 
SJR  27,  remaining  school  funding  equity  issues 

HJR  49,  feasibility  of  extending  the  required  school  year  for  elementary  and 
high  school  students 
(A  single  subcommittee  will  conduct  the  studies  under  SJR  27  and  HJR  49) 
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SJR  14,  requesting  a  study  of  market  concentration  in  the  livestock  feeding 
and  packing  industries,  ranked  fiftht  among  the  six  interim  study  resolutions.  The 
Legislative  Council  agreed  that  available  resources  should  be  focused  on  the  four 
top-ranked  studies  but  that  the  subcommittee  examining  the  remaining  school 
funding  equity  issues  should  also  consider  the  issues  of  the  feasibility  of 
extending  the  public  school  year  as  requested  in  HJR  49,  the  sixth  (and  bottom) 
ranked  study. 

Members  of  the  subcommittees  will  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  and  the  Senate  Committee  on  Committees. 

More  information  on  a  particular  study  may  be  obtained  from  the  Legislative 
Council. 


INTERSTATE  ACTIVITIES 


CSG...The  Legislative  Council  discussed  legislative  action  deleting  the 
Council  of  State  Governament  budget  and  determined  that  there  was  no  choice 
but  to  honor  it.  The  Council  will  not  continue  Montana  membership  in  the  CSG 
this  biennium. 

Delegates    to    NCSI The    Legislative    Council    appointed    delegates    and 

alternates  to  eight  committees  of  the  National  Conference  of  State  Legislatures: 

•  Commerce  and  Economic  Development  (Assembly  on  the  Legislature  or 

AOL):  Senator  Halligan,  Delegate;  Representative  Thomas,  Alternate 
"   Education  and  Job  Training  (State/Federal    Assembly  or  SFA);   Senator 
Lynch,  Delegate;  Representative  Grinde,  Alternate 

•  Energy  (SFA);  Representative  Quilici,  Delegate;  Senator  Harp,  Alternate 

•  Human  Services  (SFA);  Representative  Menahan,  Delegate;  Senator  Eck, 

Alternate 
"   Environment  and  Natural  Resources  (SFA);  Senator  Akiestad,   Delegate; 
Representative  Linda  Nelson,  Alternate 

•  Health  (SFA);  Representative  Jim  Rice,  Delegate;  Representative  Stickney, 

Alternate 

•  Agriculture  and  International  Trade  (SFA);  Senator  Gage,  Delegate;  Senator 

Williams,  Alternate 

•  Commerce,    Labor    and    Regulation     (SFA);    Representative     Peterson, 

Delegate;  Senator  Thayer,  Alternate 

Questions  regarding  NCSL  appointments  can  be  directed  to  Bob  Person, 
executive  director  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Delegates  to  Five-State  Conference. ..The  Legislative  Council  designated  Sen. 
Larry  Tveit  and  Rep.  Ray  Peck  as  delegates  to  the  Five-State  Conference. 
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LEGAL  DIVISION 

Initiatives 

(pursuant  to  1 3-27-202(2),  MCA,  copies  of  correspondence  are  available  through 

the  Secretary  of  State) 

1  Constitutional  Right  to  Hunt 

Codification 

The  Legal  Division  is  just  completing  the  preliminary  codification  of  the  legislation 
enacted  by  the  1991  Legislature.  The  next  step  will  be  to  make  composites  of 
the  code  sections  amended  by  more  than  one  bill.  When  the  composites  are 
completed  the  data  base  will  be  searched  for  name  changes  and  short  form 
amendments.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  large  amount  of  new  law  will  require  two 
additional  volumes  of  the  Montana  Code  Annotated. 

Legal  Memorandums 

•  Notice  of  Meetings  of  Districting  and  Reapportionment  Commission 

•  Restrictions  on  Public  Positions  Legislators  May  Hold 


ADMINISTRATIVE  CODE  COMMITTEE 

Officers  Chosen.. .The  Administrative  Code  Committee  at  its  first  meeting  of 
the  interim  on  May  31  elected  Senator  Bob  Williams  chairman  and  Representative 
Harriet  Hayne  vice  chairman. 

No  Action  on  Outfitters'  Rule. ..The  Committee  voted  to  take  no  action  on  a 
Board  of  Outfitters  proposed  rule  change  to  allow  the  Board  to  waive  the  rule 
requiring,  as  a  condition  to  licensure  as  an  outfitter,  three  years  of  experience  in 
the  field  as  an  outfitter  or  guide,  if  the  person  seeking  the  waiver  owns  an 
outfitting  business  and  has  helped  for  at  least  a  year  to  operate  the  business. 

Board  of  Education  Put  on  Notice. ..The  Board  of  Public  Education  has  for  10 
years  or  more  failed  on  numerous  occasions  to  follow  the  basic  requirements  of 
the  Montana  Administrative  Procedure  Act  (MAPA)  when  adopting  rules.  The 
Committee  voted  to  request  the  Board  to  inform  the  Committee  in  writing  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Board  intends  to  remedy  its  failure  to  include,  in  three  recent 
rule  adoption  notices,  corrections  of  errors  in  the  rule  proposal  notices  that 
preceded  those  adoption  notices.  The  Board  was  also  asked  to  inform  the 
Committee  of  the  Board's  plans  to  ensure  future  compliance  with  MAPA  and  was 
informed  that  if  the  Board  fails  to  adequately  respond  by  Aug.  1  the  Committee 
will  accept  its  staff  suggestion  that  the  Committee  inform  the  Board  that  future 
proposal  notice  failures  can  only  be  cured  in  an  amended  proposal  notice  (not  in 
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the  adoption  notice)  and  that  each  time  a  proposal  notice  fails  to  comply  with 
MAPA  and  the  failure  is  not  cured  in  an  amended  proposal  notice  and  the  rule 
change  is  adopted  the  Committee  will  publish  an  objection  to  the  rule  next  to  the 
rule  in  the  Administrative  Rules  of  fS^ontana  (ARM).    See  2-4-406,  MCA. 

Camping  in  Undeveloped  Areas. ..In  the  spring  of  1991,  the  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife,  and  Parks  (FWP),  with  no  notice  to  or  input  from  the  public,  posted 
certain  areas  of  Canyon  Ferry  Lake  against  overnight  camping.  These  were 
undeveloped  areas  (not  campgrounds)  without  improvements,  on  which  people 
were  traditionally  allowed  to  camp  overnight.  After  a  public  outcry  which  took 
numerous  forms,  including  concern  that  the  same  action  might  be  taken  in  other 
parts  of  the  state  on  other  land  under  FWP  control,  the  Committee  considered  the 
matter.  The  FWP  informed  the  Committee  that  the  new  regulations  have  been 
rescinded  and  overnight  camping  on  these  parts  of  the  lake  will  be  allowed  while 
FWP  and  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  with  input  from 
the  public,  work  out  new  regulations.  The  Committee  requested  that  the  new 
regulations  cover  all  land  in  the  state  under  FWP  control  and  address  vehicular 
camping  and  use  and  tent  camping  and  that  FWP  ensure  adequate  public  notice 
and  opportunity  to  participate  in  meetings  at  which  new  regulations  are  worked 
out.  The  Committee  also  asked  FWP  to  inform  the  Committee  by  Aug.  1  of  the 
Department's  progress  with  the  regulations  so  that  the  Committee  can  take  up 
the  matter  again  in  August. 

The  FWP's  main  concern  is  heavy  camping  use  leading  to  control  problems 
with  human  waste  and  physical  damage  to  the  resource.  The  Committee 
considered  that  because  many  parts  of  the  lake  are  lightly  to  very  lightly  used  for 
camping  and  many  of  these  areas  are  accessible  only  by  boat  and  the  camping 
is  by  beaching  a  boat  on  the  shore  and  pitching  a  tent  the  main  concern  of  FWP 
does  not  apply.  The  FWP  appeared  to  take  the  position  that  there  are  no  areas 
around  the  lake  that  are  only  lightly  camped  and  any  amount  of  human  waste  is 
hazardous.  The  Committee  was  informed  by  its  staff  that  the  lake  has  more  than 
50  miles  of  shoreline  and  that  it  is  not  all  heavily  used  for  camping,  that  light 
camping  (such  as  a  single  tent  with  no  other  tents  around)  indeed  often  takes 
place,  and  that  properly  disposed  of  human  waste  presents  no  problem  in  such 
light  camping  and  is  not  considered  a  problem  by  the  federal  government,  which 
allows  camping  on  national  forest  service  land  without  requiring  (as  FWP  appears 
to  wish  to  require)  that  all  campers  have  portable  self-contained  toilets. 

Policy  on  Citations  in  Notices. ..The  Committee  adopted  a  policy  that  in  all 
proposal  and  adoption  notices  for  amended  rules  the  "History"  at  the  end  of  each 
amended  rule  should,  when  the  rule  as  published  in  the  ARM  includes  more  than 
one  authority  citation  or  more  than  one  implemented  section  citation,  include  a 
cite  only  to  the  code  section  or  sections  that  are  authority  for  the  amendments 
to  the  rule  and  a  cite  only  to  the  section  or  sections  that  are  implemented  by  the 
amendments.  Often,  for  example,  a  rule  will  cite  numerous  code  sections  as 
implemented  by  the  rule  and  each  code  section  is  implemented  only  by  some  part 
of  the  rule.   Under  the  new  policy,  only  the  code  section  or  sections  implemented 
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by  the  part  or  parts  of  the  rule  actually  amended  would  be  cited  in  the  proposal 
and  adoption  notices,  and  if  a  new  subsection  is  added  to  the  rule  only  the  code 
section(s)  implennented  by  the  new  subsection  would  be  cited.  The  reason  for 
this  new  policy  is  two-fold.  Everything  in  a  rule  must  implement  some  code 
section.  This  new  policy  will  ensure  that  the  rule  writers  find  and  cite  the  code 
section  or  sections  that  are  the  authority  for  and  are  implemented  by  the 
amendment,  and  if  such  a  section  can  not  be  found  there  should  be  no  change 
or  addition  to  the  rule.  Secondly,  in  an  ACC  staffer's  review  of  a  proposed 
amendment  of  a  rule  that  cites  two  or  more  code  sections  as  authority  or 
implemented,  all  cites  must  be  checked  to  determine  that  a  section  is  authority 
or  implemented.  This  causes  unnecessary  work  and  wasted  time.  The  Committee 
will  inform  the  executive  branch  departments  of  the  new  policy  and  request  the 
Attorney  General  to  revise  his  model  rules  to  reflect  the  policy. 


LEGISLATIVE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


Appropriations  Report  Distributed.. .The  Legislative  Finance  Committee  met 
on  June  14  in  Helena  and  received  the  Appropriations  Report  for  the  1993 
Biennium,  which  has  been  mailed  to  all  legislators.  In  addition,  the  Committee 
discussed  the  following  topics: 

Fiscal  1991  Revenue  Shortfall. ..Based  on  collections  through  mid-June, 
general  fund  revenues  for  fiscal  1991  will  be  over  $20  million  less  than 
anticipated  in  HJR24  (the  revenue  estimate  adopted  by  the  1991  Legislature). 
While  collections  from  wage  and  salary  income  are  slightly  above  estimates, 
there  is  a  marked  decline  in  anticipated  payments  of  estimated  income  taxes  on 
nonwage  and  salary  income  (capital  gains,  interest  and  dividends,  rents  and 
royalties,  and  farm  income).  This  revenue  source  is  difficult  to  predict  because: 
1 )  taxes  on  this  type  of  income  are  paid  twice  a  year  rather  than  quarterly;  2) 
these  income  sources  are  more  volatile  than  wage  and  salary  income;  and  3) 
since  the  Federal  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1  986  estimated  tax  has  grown  to  nearly  30 
percent  of  total  income  tax  collections.  Because  a  significant  portion  of  this 
estimated  tax  is  received  in  late  April,  key  information  on  fiscal  1991  collections 
was  not  available  during  the  1991  session. 

Corporation  Tax.  Mineral  Royalties  Decline. ..In  addition,  it  appears  that 
corporation  tax  collections  may  fall  $7.1  million  short  of  estimates  and  federal 
mineral  royalties  $3.6  million.  These  shortfalls  will  be  offset  slightly  by  higher- 
than-anticipated  collections  from  interest  earnings,  coal  severance  tax,  video 
poker  taxes,  and  vehicle  registration  fees. 

Final  Outcome  Uncertain. ..It  is  too  early  to  tell  whether  the  shortfall  in  this 
year's  collections  are  a  leading  indicator  for  the  1993  biennium  or  a  one-time 
anomaly.  If  these  trends  continue,  the  general  fund  ending  balance  for  the  1993 
biennium  could  have  a  projected  deficit  of  over  $40  million.  If  the  revenue 
shortfalls  in  fiscal  1991  are  a  one-time  occurrence,  then  the  general  fund  will  end 
the  1993  biennium  with  a  small  ending  balance.     The  lack  of  data  on  these 
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revenue  sources  and  their  volatility  makes  prediction  impossible  at  this  time. 

School  Bond  Issues. ..The  Committee  voted  to  request  the  Governor  and  the 
Attorney  General  to  proceed  as  quickly  as  possible  to  take  appropriate  action  to 
resolve  the  uncertainty  facing  school  districts  planning  to  issue  bonds  after  July 
1 ,  1  991 .  The  bond  counsel  that  has  traditionally  written  opinions  for  all  Montana 
school  districts  has  stated  that  it  will  not  issue  unqualified  opinions  on  bonds 
issued  after  July  1,  1991,  unless  the  Montana  Supreme  Court  validates  bonds 
issued  under  the  current  statutes. 

University  System  Pay  Increase. ..In  HB  509.  the  legislature  appropriated 
$13.9  million  ($10.9  million  general  fund  and  $3.0  tuition  spending  authority)  for 
the  biennium  to  the  university  system  to  fund  pay  plan  increases  for  the  six  units 
and  experiment  stations.  The  Commissioner  of  Higher  Education  has 
recommended  that  the  Board  of  Regents  approve  an  additional  $3.1  million  for 
the  pay  increase  to  fund:  1)  progression  increases  for  contract  faculty  and 
professionals;  2)  the  pay  increase  effective  July  1  (rather  than  July  14,  the 
beginning  of  the  first  full  pay  period);  and  3)  other  anticipated  shortfalls.  The 
commissioner  has  recommended  an  increase  in  tuition  and  other  fees  of  6.6%  in 
fiscal  1992  and  2.8%  in  fiscal  1993  for  residents  and  13.5%  in  fiscal  1992  and 
6.3%  in  fiscal  1993  for  nonresidents. 

Nursing  Home  Rate  Increase. ..To  avoid  potential  litigation,  the  Department 
of  Social  and  Rehabilitations  Services  (SRS)  plans  to  increase  nursing  facility 
rates  on  July  1  of  each  year  of  the  biennium,  despite  legislative  action  reducing 
appropriations  in  HB  2  based  upon  an  Oct.  1  date  for  these  increases.  SRS  plans 
to  use  increased  patient  contributions  (increases  in  Social  Security,  pension,  or 
other  benefit  payments)  to  provide  the  state  portion  of  this  rate  increase.  The 
Legislative  Fiscal  Analyst  staff  report  concluded  that  while  accelerating  the  rate 
increase  will  probably  not  create  the  need  for  a  supplemental,  it  will  cost  the 
state  $700,000  general  fund  during  the  biennium.  If  the  increased  resident 
contributions  were  not  used  to  increase  rates,  medicaid  regulations  would  require 
that  they  be  used  to  offset  medicaid  expenditures. 

Next  Meeting  Sept.  9. ..The  Committee's  next  meeting  will  be  Sept.  9  in 
Helena. 


JOINT  SELECT  COMMITTEE 
ON  WORKERS'  COMPENSATION 

First  Meeting. ..The  first  meeting  of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  on  Workers' 
Compensation  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m.  Thursday,  July  1 1 ,  in  Room  104  of  the 
Capitol.  Business  will  include  election  of  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman, 
updating  on  the  status  of  the  workers'  compensation  system,  consideration  of 
a  request  for  proposal  for  actuarial  services,  if  the  Committee  determines  such 
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services  are  necessary,  and  directions  to  staff  for  conduct  of  the  study. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  QUALITY  COUNCIL 


Officers  Elected. ..The  Environmental  Quality  Council  elected  Rep.  Jerry 
Driscoll  as  chairman  and  Sen.  Jerry  Noble  as  Vice-Chairman  at  it  first  meeting  of 
interim  on  June  1  2. 

Briefing  on  Legislative  Mandates. ..The  major  agenda  item  involved  the 
adoption  of  an  interim  work  plan.  The  EQC  was  briefed  on  the  legislatively 
mandated  topics  of  Energy  Policy,  Lakeshore  Development,  and  l^^ontana 
Environmental  Policy  Act  oversight,  and  was  presented  with  a  list  of  other 
potential  issues.  The  EQC  noted  the  large  potential  demand  on  Council  and  staff 
resources  from  the  HJR  31  Energy  Policy  Study  and  delayed  selection  of  non- 
mandated  study  topics  until  the  next  meeting. 

Task  Force  Endorsed. ..Endorsed  was  the  formation  of  an  HJR  31  Energy 
Policy  Study  Task  Force  consisting  of  approximately  1  5  to  18  members  from  the 
EQC,  DNRC,  Consumer  Council,  and  other  interested  and  knowledgeable  persons 
representing  industry  and  public  interest  organizations  to  develop  a  detailed  study 
plan  and  formulate  specific  study  goals.  The  task  force  appointments  are 
expected  to  be  made  by  mid-July. 

Best  fVlanagement  Practices.. .A  subcommittee  was  formed  to  address 
concerns  with  the  timing  of  forestry  Best  Management  Practices  (BMP)  audits. 
This  subcommittee  will  meet  with  agency,  industry  and  public  interest 
representatives  to  discuss  conflicting  expectations  as  to  whether  the  audits  will 
be  conducted  annually  beginning  this  year.  The  subcommittee  will  report  to  the 
EQC  at  the  next  meeting. 

Water  Issues.. .Also  expressed  was  a  strong  interest  in  developing  a  better 
working  relationship  with  the  Water  Policy  Committee  on  water  quantity-water 
quality  issues  and  the  geothermal  resources  study.  Both  of  these  issues  were 
addressed  by  legislation  last  session.  While  agreeing  that  the  Water  Policy 
Committee  should  take  the  lead  on  both  studies,  the  EQC  expressed  a  desire  to 
develop  a  more  formal  relationship  with  the  Committee  and  discussed  the  ■ 
potential  for  a  joint  EQC-WPC  subcommittee  to  study  specific  issues. 

Meeting  on  Sept.  13. ..For  the  next  Council  meeting  on  Friday,  Sept.  13, 
tentative  agenda  items  include  a  report  from  the  Energy  Policy  Study  Task  Force, 
presentation  of  background  reports  on  the  energy  policy  and  lakeshore  studies 
and  finalizing  and  adopting  the  interim  work  plan. 
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WATER  POLICY  COMMITTEE 


Officers  Chosen. ..The  Water  Policy  Committee  held  its  1991-92  interim 
organizational  meeting  June  21  and  elected  Rep.  Hal  Harper  as  chairman  and  re- 
elected Sen.  Esther  Bengtson  as  Vice-Chairman. 

Work  Plan  Approved. ..The  Committee  reviewed  and  approved  a  work  plan 
including  legislative  study  assignments  regarding  geothermal  resources,  dam 
safety  regulations  and  the  water  reservation  process  as  well  as  other  relevant 
topics  including  the  relationship  between  water  quantity  and  water  quality.  The 
Committee  expressed  a  strong  interest  in  the  water  quantity-water  quality  issue 
and  stated  that  it  wishes  to  work  with  the  State  Water  Plan  Advisory  Council, 
the  appropriate  steering  committee  and  the  Environmental  Quality  Council  if  this 
topic  is  selected  for  review  under  the  state  water  planning  process.  In  addition, 
the  Committee  will  continue  fulfilling  its  ongoing  oversight  responsibilities  of  the 
state  water  planning  process,  water  data  management,  water  research,  and 
water  development.  The  Committee  also  received  updates  on  the  state  water 
planning  process  and  the  water  leasing  study  and  began  the  geothermal 
resources  study  with  an  overview  of  other  western  states'  geothermal 
regulations. 

Meeting  on  Sept.  6. ..The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  Friday,  Sept.  6. 
Tentative  agenda  items  include  a  continuation  of  the  geothermal  resources  study, 
a  review  of  dam  safety  issues,  and  an  update  by  the  Montana  Water  Information 
System. 

Material  Available. ..Persons  who  wish  to  be  on  the  Committee's  mailing  list 
or  to  receive  copies  of  the  Committee's  workplan  should  contact  the 
Environmental  Quality  Council  staff. 

CAMPAIGN  FINANCE  BOOK 

1  990  Report  Available. ..The  campaign  finance  book  for  1990,  a  compilation 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  statewide  and  state  district  candidates  and  for 
statewide  ballot  issue  committees  for  the  last  election  cycle,  is  now  available 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Political  Practices.  The  price  of  the  book  is  $12,  and 
payment  must  accompany  an  order.  The  Commissioner's  address  is  Capitol 
Station  (1205  East  Eighth  Avenue),  Helena.  MT  59620-2401,  phone  (406)444- 
2942. 
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INTERIM 
CALENDAR 


July  1,  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Room  104,  3  p.m. 

July      11,      Joint      Select      Committee      on      Workers" 
Compensation,  Room  104,  9:30  a.m. 
July  13,  Indian  Affairs  Committee,  Room  104 
Aug.  2,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 
Sept.  9,  Legislative  Finance  Committee,  Room  104 
Sept.  13,  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Room  104 
Oct.  4,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 
Dec.  6,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 


1992 

Jan.  24,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 
March  20,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 
May  15,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 
July  10,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 
Sept.  11,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 
Nov.  20  and  21,  Revenue  Oversight  Committee,  Room  104 


375  copies  of  this  public  document  were  published  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
53$  per  copy,  for  a  total  cost  of  $199.00,  which  includes  $120.00  for  printing 
and  $79.00  for  distribution. 
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